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Accessing land for development :
A guide to compulsory acquisition and other alternatives.

Acquiring land for public services and works

A guide to the laws governing the acquisition of land for public services.

The law of Uganda gives people secure rights over their land, whether or not they have title.
The law also allows the State (‘the Government’) to take land for public purposes, in order
to fulfil its responsibilities for providing schools, health facilities and roads, and for ensuring
public health and security. These laws and regulations set down when the State can take
land even if the landowner is unwilling to sell the land which the State needs. They also set
down the procedures which must be followed, and the compensation which must be paid.

There are many cases in Uganda where the law is not being followed, not because of any
wish to break the law, but simply because many people are not clear about what the law says.
It is very important that the rules of the country are followed correctly:

e people’s rights to land must be respected

e the Government must maintain relations of trust with its citizens

e development agencies must respect the laws of the country where they work and must
respect the legal rights of the people they are supposed to be working for

e itis very important that Government, both at national and local level, is seen to be obeying
the law, if Uganda is to be able to maintain a rule of law in the country.

This guide is aimed to help public officials, NGOs and other stakeholders, who may wish
to implement development projects or undertake public construction on private land. This
guide tries to provide clarity on the rules, present options on how to acquire land, and to
make suggestions on preventing possible disputes. This guide can be used in all parts of
the country, as the same laws and procedures apply everywhere. The examples used in this
guide as case studies are from Northern Uganda. However, names and some details have
been changed in order to protect the anonymity of the people concerned. This is because the
situations there — many years of conflict followed by many efforts at reconstruction — have
made these kinds of land conflicts more frequent. However, similar cases and conflicts could
be found in other parts of the country.



